
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 

Introduction  

Part of the Acorn Multi- Academy Trust, Loders CE Primary Academy is a Voluntary 

Controlled Primary School.  We aim to enable children to develop spiritual understanding, to 

begin to comprehend what it means to be a person of faith, and to accept and value those 

whose commitments, values and ways of life are different from their own. The school is here 

for the education of all children, whether they have faith or not.    

The importance of Religious Education in the curriculum  

Religious education provokes challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life, 

beliefs about God, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. We aim to 

develop children’s knowledge and understanding of Christianity (which is taught throughout 

each key stage of learning) and the other principal religions: Islam, Judaism and Sikhism. 

Consideration is also given to other non-religious perspectives such as humanism. RE offers 

children opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development. It considers the 

influence of religion on individuals, families, communities and cultures. 

Values and ethos 

Loders CE VC School is committed to providing an excellent education through love, peace 

and fellowship. We believe that everyone is a unique individual created by God. Every child 

has equal access to an enriching curriculum, enabling them to develop independence and a 

life-long love of learning. We strive to nurture and develop everyone’s unique God-given 

talents in a supportive, loving environment.  We all have high aspirations of children’s 

academic achievement, personal and spiritual development and their well-being.  Christian 

values are at the heart of the relationships between all members of our school community.  

We are a Christian family at the heart of our community 

 We believe in a school founded on our core Christian values of love, peace, 

perseverance, friendship, good choices and celebrating life. 

 We believe in developing each child spiritually, morally and socially within a Christian 

context, helping each child to consider their own attitudes, values and beliefs. 

 We believe in forging a partnership with parents, the local parish and the wider 

community, working together to enable children to grow creatively and to achieve 

their best in a happy and secure environment. 

 We celebrate good things 

 We believe children deserve a relevant, rich and challenging curriculum, which is 

carefully planned and well taught, so that they can experience success and learn to 

persevere. 

 We believe children should develop their creative abilities enabling them to have 

enquiring flexible minds. 

 We believe in celebrating the talents of each unique individual, who is created in 

God’s image, developing children’s self-esteem and confidence. 

 We are all different 



 We believe in celebrating and valuing different cultures, beliefs and abilities, so that 

everyone is valued equally. 

 We believe that every child should achieve their full potential. 

 We aim high 

 We believe that children, staff and governors should aspire to the highest possible 

standards in all aspects of school life. 

 We keep happy, healthy and safe 

 We believe that children are entitled to the very best learning experience we can offer 

in a secure, loving and respectful atmosphere. 

 Christian Values 

As an inclusive Christian school, our core Christian values lie at the heart of all we do. They 

are: 

Love 

Wisdom, Equality, Hope, Thankfulness, Respect, Perseverance 

Religious Education - Approaches to teaching and learning in RE  

RE is an exciting subject and planning is written to include a range of strategies.  The 

approach is creative, lively and experiential where possible. As a member of the Diocese of 

Salisbury, we use ‘Understanding Christianity’ to support the Christian element of the 

curriculum, enabling pupils to know about, understand and respond to the important and ‘big’ 

questions of life.  This approach offers: 

 a theological and conceptual basis, taking seriously Christian accounts of the ‘big story’ of 

salvation and the relationship of the reader/pupil to these texts 

 a clear outline of core knowledge ‘building blocks’ in relation to Christianity, to enable 

teachers to see what pupils should know, understand and be able to do 

 support for teachers who have little or no theological training, through straightforward 

essential background information for the teacher about Christian concepts, theology and 

practice; 

 a teaching and learning approach to enable pupils to move from an understanding of the 

biblical text and how to handle it, to an understanding of what this means for Christians 

within the Church and in Christian living, including opportunities for pupils to examine and 

evaluate connections between these ideas and the wider world 

 flexible opportunities for assessment: these use both knowledge building blocks (suitable 

for ‘mastery’ models of assessment) and end of phase/key stage outcomes (which 

incorporate knowledge and the skills with which to handle, integrate and apply this 

knowledge). These allow pupils to make progress from surface learning to deeper learning at 

all ages. 
 
Understanding Christianity’s approach to teaching about Christianity also builds up pupils’ 
encounters with biblical concepts through texts, placing them within the wider Bible story. 
 
RE is taught in such a way that it inspires pupils to explore, develop and affirm their own 
faith and values and have respect for the faith, beliefs and values of others.  
Our overview ensures that we also celebrate and learn about other major religions.  We use 

Discovery RE where we aim to use a similar approach to Understanding Christianity, starting 

with an overarching question, to  



 Develop knowledge and understanding of other faiths, including practices, artefacts 

and places of worship. 

 Understand how faith influences how people live their lives, their values and culture. 

 Understand the many ways in which religion is expressed. 

 Explore how actions and choices are influenced by faith. 

Pupils will be given opportunities to:  

• name and describe the functions of key objects, symbols, people, places and events (as 

outlined in the Programmes of Study);identify the key points in life stories of important 

religious figures;  

• talk or write about religions; identifying to which religion key aspects belong.  

• show an understanding of what it means to be a person of faith, in terms of beliefs, practice 

and values;  

• explain some of the interpretations of symbols, stories and language used by believers;  

• recognise that different religions share similar features; e.g. beliefs, values, holy books and 

places of worship;  

• make simple comparisons based on key features;  

• understand the significance of the key teaching of the religions they have studied;  

• make comparisons between significant experiences of key religious figures and their own 

feelings and experiences;  

• understand why certain things are right and wrong and how moral values may be 

embodied in religions. 

We aim for RE to help children develop spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, reflecting 

on personal experiences and feelings, responses and relationships.  

 
Attitudes in RE  

As with skills RE has a number of key attitudes it seeks to promote. These include self-

esteem (so that every child feels valued and significant), respect (including being sensitive to 

the beliefs, feelings and values of others), open-mindedness (being willing to learn and gain 

new understanding) and appreciation and wonder (developing children’ imagination and 

curiosity). 

Organisation of RE   

RE is taught through a range of religions and beliefs and key themes.  At key stage 1 pupils 

study Christianity and one other religion and include other worldviews. At Key Stage 2 the 

emphasis is on developing the skills of investigation and enquiry and effectively engaging 

pupils in their learning in RE. At key stage 2 children study, in a more systematic way, 

Christianity, Sikhism, Judaism and Islam and non-religious worldviews such as Humanism. 

At Loders, we plan weekly Religious Education lessons however we often block time so that 

we can run themed days and allow more time for children to explore concepts in greater 

depth. This is all entirely separate to daily acts of collective worship although links are 

always made where possible and meaningful.  



Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

At the beginning of each term parents are provided with an outline of which topics will be 

covered in each curriculum area including RE. A written report at the end of the year 

provides information about progress in RE.  

To help us in report writing we recognise that some of the most important learning in RE 

(e.g. how RE contributes to spiritual development) cannot be formally assessed. What we do 

assess is children’s progress through any given unit.  

 Assessment, recording and reporting of R.E. will:  

 help pupils to recognise the degree of progress which they have made in R.E.  

 enable pupils to identify ways of improving their work,  

 provide information which is useful to the intended audience in language which can 

easily be understood (e.g. by pupils, parents, other teachers, other schools etc.)  

 ensure that pupils are actively involved in the process of reviewing their own work,  

 be manageable in the time available, make reasonable and realistic demands on 

teachers and minimise the amount of unnecessary duplication,  

 be conducted in the kind of positive, supportive and constructive climate which 

recognises the needs and anxieties of pupils,  

 be based on the range of types of assessment tasks which help pupils to continue to 

develop their understanding of the key elements of the R.E. Programmes of study,  

 be based on shared understanding of the criteria which are being applied and the 

significance of any marks, grades or symbols which are awarded,  

 facilitate the provision of summative information which meets any statutory 

requirements and the needs of transfer institutions. 

Right to Withdraw 

Parents have a legal right to withdraw their children from religious education lessons, but as 

RE is central to the life of our Church of England Primary School, we would ask parents to 

discuss with the Head of School any reasons they might have for doing this. 

The contribution of RE to the wider curriculum  

While RE has its own distinctive subject matter it does make an important contribution to 

other aspects of children’s learning. The key ones are outlined below.  

RE contributes to children’s spiritual development by:-  

• Discussing and reflecting on questions of meaning and truth such as the origins of the 

universe, good and evil, life after death, beliefs about God and humanity and values such as 

justice, honesty and truth.  

• Learning about and reflecting on important concepts and experiences such as love, trust, 

forgiveness, obedience and sacrifice.  

• Valuing relationships and developing a sense of belonging.  

• Considering how religions and beliefs regard the value and purpose of human beings, the 

importance of the environment and the significance of emotions such as love, anger, joy, 

jealousy, happiness and pain. 

RE contributes to children’s moral development by:-  

• Enabling children to value themselves and others.  



• Exploring the influence of family, friends and other sources on moral choices.  

• Considering what is of ultimate value both to children and within religious traditions.  

• Developing an understanding in key beliefs and teachings in religion and values and moral 

choices. • Considering ethical issues especially justice which promote racial and religious 

respect.  

• Reflecting on the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing a sense of 

conscience. 

RE contributes to children’s social development by:-  

• Considering how religious and other beliefs lead to particular actions and concerns.  

• Reflecting on the importance of friendship and positive relationships. 

RE contributes to children’s cultural development by:- 

 • Encountering people, stories, artefacts and resources from differing cultures.  

• Promoting respect for all, combating prejudice and discrimination.  

• Challenging stereotypes of religion and beliefs. 

Subject Leadership  

 The RE subject leader will support and monitor the subject and will receive adequate 

leadership time to do this. 

  The RE subject leader will ensure that his/her subject knowledge and expertise are kept 

up to date by means of regular training.  

 The RE subject leader will ensure that staff receive adequate training in the teaching and 

assessment of RE.  

 The RE subject leader will regularly monitor the quality of RE teaching across the school.  

 The RE subject leader will liaise with the Ethos Committee. The Ethos Group will report 

regularly to the governing body.  

 The RE subject leader and Head of School will ensure that the principles set out in the 

National Society’s Statement of Entitlement for RE are implemented.  

Review  

This policy will be reviewed on a three-year cycle. Its effectiveness will be monitored by the 

RE Subject Leader, SLT, Ethos Working Group and governors and will be based upon 

discussions with other members of staff, lesson observations, children’s work and evaluation 

of teaching plans.  
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